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                                                    September 2010

 RALLY SUNDAY - SEPT 12, 
2010 
Rally Day is our time to return to the Program Schedule for a new year and to introduce 
our theme for the coming 12 months Ð Loved, to be loving.

We begin with a service of Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. (there is only  one service on Ral ly 
Sunday). After church, there WILL be fun downstairs, with snacks and opportunity to sign up  for Sunday School, 
learn how you can volunteer, be involved in social justice activities, and check out: The Chancel Stewards, Musical 
Groups, Wingspan,  Global Ministries, Property, Adult Education, Stewardship, Endowment Fund and much more.

Our caring and skilled Sunday School and confirmation teachers will be available to talk with prospective students 
and their families.  

Find out how you can be a part of St. Paul Reformation by  checking out the different tables that  highlight the 
activities that abound at our church.

As usual, Rally  Sunday  will include a potluck lunch so warm up those recipes and plan on bringing a dish to share. 
Please stay tuned for further details in upcoming church bulletins & e-mails.

                    
YOU’RE INVITED TO AN HISTORIC WORSHIP SERVICE AND CELEBRATION!

All are welcome to join the Celebration!
ELCA Rite of Reception to the clergy roster of the ELCA for Pastors Anita Hill, Ruth Frost, Phyllis Zillhart 
will be held on Saturday, September 18, 2:00 p.m. at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 285 N Dale St., St Paul, 
Minnesota. Party after the service at the church.

The Reverend Peter Rogness, Bishop, Saint Paul Area Synod of the ELCA, presiding. 
The Reverend Barbara Lundblad, Union Theological Seminary, New York, preaching. 
Clergy and rostered leaders are welcome to vest and process. Green is the color of the day.

Sponsorships of the day’s festivities may be donated online at www.stpaulref.org or by check 
designated “Rite of Reception” payable to St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church.

Celebration Dinner/Dance  at  the Saint Paul Hotel begins with conversation and cocktails at  6 p.m. Dinner 
served 7 p.m. with brief program followed by  dancing. This ticketed event will benefit the Wingspan Ministry  of St. 
Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church, Lutherans Concerned/North America, and the Extraordinary Lutheran 
Ministries, for the ongoing ministry of expanding the welcome of Lutheran congregations.

Tickets ($50/person) may be purchased online at www.stpaulref.org or by mailing your check and guest list to 
arrive by September 12 to St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church, 100 Oxford St., Saint Paul, MN 55104.
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  Anita Hill          Co-Pastor Commentary       Keith Olstad

Rite of Reception
Many people have said over the past nine years that 
the extraordinary  ordination service held April 28, 
2001 was the most spiritually  moving and exciting 
service of worship  they had ever attended. That 
amazing service is on my  mind as I prepare to be 
officially received to the clergy  roster of the ELCA 
along with SPR members Pastor Ruth Frost  and Pastor 
Phyllis Zillhart on Saturday, September 18.

By  way of background, the very first extraordinary 
ordination was held in 1990 in San Francisco, in 
which Ruth Frost, Phyllis Zillhart, and Jeff Johnson 
were ordained to serve St. Francis and First United 
Lutheran Churches. It was my  privilege to participate 
in that service by placing the stole around RuthÕs 
shoulders. In 1995, following ecclesiastical trial, the 
two congregations were removed from the roster of 
ELCA congregations. Ruth and Phyllis served St. 
Francis Lutheran Church for 15 years, and returned to 
the Twin Cities in 2005. Ruth and Phyllis currently 
serve as hospice chaplains. 

Phyllis and Ruth have completed the ELCA candidacy 
process for reception to the clergy  roster through the 
Saint Paul Area Synod. The stage is being set  for the 
Minneapolis Area Synod Council to take steps soon 
after the Rite of Reception to issue synodical calls to 
chaplaincy for these two experienced pastors.

Phyllis and Ruth are very  dear to me as friends and 
colleagues. We have taken turns "standing on one 
another's shoulders" over the past 25 years during the 
struggle for full inclusion of GLBT persons in the life 
of the ELCA and its predecessor bodies. In many 
ways, the struggle continues as congregations search 
their hearts and mission to consider issuing calls to 
persons on the ELCA roster who are in committed 
same-gender relationship.

My heart is filled with joy  as I write this article. I feel 
a depth of gratitude for the members of St. Paul-
Reformation and St. Francis Lutheran Churches for 
their courage and capacity to live in anticipation of the 
expansive, inclusive kin-dom of God on earth. The 
mission of St. Paul-Reformation to welcome GLBT 
people by instituting Wingspan Ministry  in 1982 was 
bold. The vision of St. Francis to establish Lutheran 
Lesbian and Gay  Ministries in 1989 and to call Ruth 
Frost, Phyllis Zillhart, and Jeff Johnson to serve as 
pastors took bold a step farther. 

Co-Pastor AnitaÕs column continued next page

ÒI will bless you,Ó says God to Abram ÒÉso that you 
will be a blessing.Ó   - - G e n e s i s 1 2 : 2 b   
NRSV        
       
I love giving gifts to my  grandkids.  Each is delighted 
to receive something special.  But there are three of 
them, so inevitably each has to decide whether to 
share the gift  with the other two.  The interactions are 
fascinating.  One may  put conditions on the gift being 
touched by brother or sister.  There may  be 
negotiations for a Òpay  back.Ó  Or one of them may 
simply  want  to keep  the gift for her/himself.  The only 
guarantee is that the interaction will be engaging!

These interactions seem so very human, so reflective 
of the struggles each of us face when we recognize 
either a gift given at a time like a birthday or a gift 
received as a blessing, an expression of love.  What 
should we do with gifts?  Some gifts seem meant just 
for me.  Others seem designed to be shared.  Which is 
which, and how can I know?

ÒI will bless you,Ó says God to Abram ÒÉso that you 
will be a blessing.Ó  Here at least, God is giving with 
the intention that what is given will be given again, 
and spread broadly  across all creation.  Abram is 
blessed in order that he can be a blessing to others. In 
a parallel dynamic, we are loved in order that we can 
be loving toward others.

In our worship in the coming year, we will explore the 
ways in which this is true not only of things we 
receive, but  applies as well to the relationships in 
which we find ourselves.  When God loves us so 
completelyÑso graciously  and absolutelyÑis that 
love for us specifically?  Yes, it is.  

And no, it  is not!  It is for us so that we can be loving 
toward ourselves, toward others, toward GodÕs 
creation.  Inevitably  there is a drive to love, just  as 
there is a drive to blessing.  We are loved, we are 
blessed, so thatÉ  

That dynamic will be at  play when we celebrate the 
reception of pastors Anita, Phyllis and Ruth to the 
ELCA clergy roster.  Each of them will be blessed 
through the official recognition of their ordinations.  
That blessing has a purpose for them and also beyond 
them.  They are blessed in order to be blessings.  The 
congregation blessing them is itself blessed, in order 
to bless the pastors being received.  It is a complex set 
of interactions, all mutually upbuilding.

 Co-Pastor KeithÕs column continued next page
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 Co-Pastor Commentary continued
   Pastor Anita 
St. Paul-ReformationÕs long range plan to have an openly  gay pastor by the millennium was daring. The continued 
ministry  of St. Paul-Ref members working for policy change in the ELCA has been marvelous. The vote at the 2009 
ELCA Assembly was breathtaking. The witness of our Rite of Reception will carry  on St. Paul-ReformationÕs legacy 
of widening the welcome for GodÕs Potluck of People so that more and more will have the chance to come join the 
feast!

May the winds of the Spirit bring joyful breezes as we celebrate again!

Praying for peace, Pastor Anita

Pastor Keith 
We will also explore that theme of being loved in order to be loving in our various conversations about the way we 
understand Òatonement,Ó and how we understand the relationship  between God and Jesus.  Rather than seeing the 
cross as a sign of GodÕs demand for payment for sins, we want to explore the possibility that Jesus moved to and 
through the cross because of his confidence in GodÕs gracious love, a love so complete that Jesus need not fear death 
in fulfilling his ministry of loving others.

When the Pharisees question him in Matthew 28:34ff., Jesus affirms that a faithful summary  of all law is to love God 
above all else, and to love our neighbors just as we love ourselves. JesusÕ response is a pragmatic affirmation that a 
healthy source of love is being loved.  This is a powerful Òboth/and.Ó  God profoundly, absolutely  loves each and 
every  one of us.  And, in the depth and beauty  of being GodÕs beloved, we are better able to love each other, our 
neighbors near and far, and all of GodÕs creation.

Join us in exploring these dynamics as we worship together throughout the coming 
year.     Keith Olstad, co-pastor

MEET OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
 On Rally Day, September 12, all the Sunday School teachers will be present and 
eager to welcome you to our new year.  Our teaching staff this year includes:
 
 Ages 2-3                            Danette Allrich-Osano and Steve Eiken 
 Pre-K and Kindergarten    Tina Proctor and Deb Horne 
 Grades 1and 2                    Deb Johnson and Samantha Cummings
 Grades 3 and 4                   Rachel Erickson, Brenda Johnson and Mynda Lewis
 Grades 5 and 6                  Kristen Damberg, Pam Peyton and Dan Zielske  
 
We will continue using the popular SPARK curriculum, with added features such as art  projects, the Junk Yard Praise 
Band, and puppet shows.  We will also provide opportunities for the young people to provide assistance to our 
congregation through service learning projects. We look forward to enrolling your child(ren) in Sunday School on 
September 12!
Blessings, Kay Bonczek & Lee Lundin

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
St. Paul-RefÕs Sunday  morning confirmation classes begin on Sunday, September 19, in Youth Room at the foot  of 
the back stairway, west of the kitchen.  This yearÕs confirmation faculty  will include Pastor Orin Cummings, Janelle 
Bussert and our co-pastors.  Parents and students alike are urged to participate in the confirmation program 
throughout the year.

ST. PAUL-REF CONFIRMANDS GO ON RETREAT AT BAY LAKE
St. Paul-RefÕs confirmation studentsÑall gradesÑwill be headed for a two night retreat at Bay  Lake Camp on 
Friday, October 1, returning Sunday  afternoon, October. 3.  Together we will explore the nature and power of God as 
presented in the Òfirst tableÓ of the Ten Commandments.  This is a standard part  of our confirmation program, and 
students are expected to participate.  More information will be available in bulletins and the Weekly E-mail in 
coming weeks.  Questions?  Contact Pastor Keith.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
As of August 24, 2010

INCOMEINCOME ACTUALACTUAL BUDGETEDBUDGETED
Current and 
Benevolence
Current and 
Benevolence

194,270194,270 208,630208,630

Building 
Maintenance
Building 
Maintenance

20,90220,902 26,66626,666

OtherOther 53,08853,088 59,23459,234

TotalsTotals 268,260268,260 294,530294,530

EXPENSESEXPENSES

TotalsTotals 263,340263,340 294,530294,530

SUNDAYS    9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. N/AN/A

August 1 100100

August 8 128128

August 15 124124

August 22 145145

August 29     -------    -------

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Average Sunday attendance in August = 124

Average Sunday attendance Jan.- August = 166

 These include only expenses paid to date
 Outstanding bills as of 08-24-10 =$0.00

Thrivent Choice Dollars to Benefit St. Paul-Reformation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has instituted ÒThrivent Choice DollarsÓ a program through which eligible 
members will be notified they  are eligible to direct charitable giving of designated funds. For the first time, Choice 
Dollars may  be designated to support local congregations. St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church has been registered 
as a recipient organization. If you are a Thrivent policy  holder and wish to designate your Choice Dollars to support 
the mission and ministry  of St. Paul-Reformation, you may visit Thrivent.com/choicedollars to begin. Or call 
1-800-847-4836 and say, ÒThrivent Choice.Ó The first  gift of $102 has already been designated to SPR. Simple as 
that!

BIBLE MATTERS ÐSeptember Lectionary
Because the Bible does matter, you are invited to engage the Book of Faith with the 
Bible Matters Group. Use these lectionary readings for each week at home and join 
an engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. at church with Co-Pastors 
Keith and Anita.

September 5 Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost                      September 19 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 1         Psalm 113
Philemon 1-21        1 Timothy 
2:1-7
Luke 14:25-33 Luke 16:1-13
  
September 12 Sixteenth Sunday After 
Pentecost September 26 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Exodus 32:7-14 Amos 6:1a. 4-7

Psalm 51:1-10 Psalm 146
1 Timothy 1:12-17 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 15:1-10                                                                               Luke 

INSERT ON ADULT 
FORUMS AND FILM 

SERIES
This edition of the Spectrum 
includes an insert that is 
actually  two brochures Ð one 
f o r A d u l t F o r u m s f o r 
September Ð December and 
the other for the entire 2010- 
2011 Film Series.  To convert 
the 11 X 17 insert into the 
two brochures cut the insert 
along the vertical fold.  This 
will separate the insert into 
two 8.5 X 11 brochures.  
Fold each brochure and save.
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16:19-31  
 

CONGREGATION NEWS
Check in with Carla Hagen about  what it was like to swim across the Hudson to celebrate her birthday and raise 
money  for the continued cleanup of the river. . .Spoken Spanish lately  with Pastor Anita or Janelle  who had 
language immersion in Cuernavaca, Mexico? . 

Farewell and Godspeed to college students Danny Gilkeson who is off to WI; Claryssa Haugrud to IN; Natalye 
Horne to MO. Please contact the church office to let us know of others to mention next month. Farewell and 
Godspeed to Edna and David Hill who have moved to CA; and to the Rev. Dr. Rebecca Thurman, who will teach at 
Wartburg for the academic year. We will miss you all and pray for your well being! 

Sympathy and Care  to Barb Veath on the death of her father-in-law, John Gourlie; Bea Hall on the death of her 
mother, Vivian Hall, in Shoreview; Linda Dahlen, on the death of her father, Arthur Dahlen, in Cokato.

SPR member 1st Lieutenant Justin Archer, Shops Platoon, is serving in Afghanistan. He sent copies of his 
platoonÕs newsletters (on Narthex bulletin board) and wrote:  I share these with friends and family of everyone in the 
platoon. St. Paul-Ref has definitely been that to me, so I thank you for all you support. I would also like to thank the 
church for praying for myself and my family during this hard time with my grandmotherÕs hospitalization. Pastor 
Anita if you could share my thanks and appreciation with the congregation it would mean a lot. Once again thank 
you and enjoy!

Emily Eastwood, Exec Director of Lutherans Concerned/North America sent a note of thanks for the partnership 
of Wingspan Ministry/St. Paul-Reformation in supporting scholarship  travel expenses for Susan Murphy  (Great 
Britain), a member of the European Forum (GLBT Religious), to attend the LCNA Assembly: ÒLet Justice Roll 
Down Like WatersÓ held at Augsburg College in July.

Jason Chesnut, LVC volunteer, Biblical storyteller, and extraordinary drummer, will be ordained Sept. 4 at the 
chapel of Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, Texas. Pastor Anita Hill will participate in his service of ordination. 
Jason wrote to St. Paul-Reformation: ÒI want to thank you for your support during my year with LCNA. I learned 
much in your community, and was nurtured in my faith journey towards seminary. GodÕs peace to all of you!Ó

Prayers for healing, health, well  being: God of healing, satisfy the needs of the afflicted, and heal those who have 
diseases or are sick, that their spirits may  be renewed like an eagle's. We pray for healing for Lucille Archer, Clay 
Horne, Carl Sandberg, Mary  Vorhes, Emily Eastwood, Anna Swenson-Seleen, Mark Froisland, Bernie Morris, Pastor 
Leroy  Iseminger, Connie Stevens, Judith Christensen, Kathleen OÕDonnell, Kyle Kennedy, Berhnard and Darlene 
George, Micah Burchfield, Karley  Nickelsen, Bruce Beckman, Kay  McDonald, Louise Benson, Justine Smith, and 
Chuck Austin. Hear our prayer for the homebound, including: Mildred Stanke, Joyce Nielsen, Barbara Wassberg, and 
Bill Wright. Let all who are in hospice care feel your presence, including Jan Owen, and Hank Peters. 

     ISAIAH  - St. Paul-Ref members gather for house meetings
Members of St. Paul-Reformation will be invited to an SPR house meeting in their area during September and 
October.  Usually  involving about a dozen people who gather because they live in the same area, these conversations 
will have two primary purposes:

1. To enable SPR members who live near each other to get to know each other, and
2. To enable SPR members to have an informed conversation about how our congregationÕs ministries will 

affect and be affected by the development of the Central Corridor light rail line.
Though St. Paul-RefÕs house meetings will be tailored to our own members, there will also be opportunity  to learn a 
bit more about  ISAIAH, and to look forward to a new initiative by  the ISAIAH congregations to advocate that the 
values of our faith be reflected in the priorities of the next governorÕs administration.  Watch for an invitation to a 
house meeting in your area, and do your best to participate.

Over 90 congregations, all members of ISAIAH stretching from St. Cloud to Inver Grove Heights, will be having 
similar house meetings, all under the aegis of "l0,000 Voices for One Minnesota."  Through these conversations 
ISAIAH intends to create a new shared vision about Minnesota in which everyone succeedsÑnot just  the wealthy 
and politically powerful, but all MinnesotansÑyoung and the old, gays and lesbians, the rich and the poor, white and 
black and all people of color.

FOOD SHELF REQUEST



6

                            September 2010:  This month we are asking for donations of:
Food Shelf: Paper Products – toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, large size diapers
Clothing Closet: School Supplies – folders, binders, easers,calculators,rulers, pen/pencil, pencil case/bag, 
color crayon/water colors/markers, backpack bags, notebooks/paper refill, locker locks and tissue boxes
Bedding – sheets, blankets, pillow cases, bedspreads in good condition & requiring no repair

Please leave all donations in or near the grocery cart in the church narthex OR bring them 
directly to the Food Shelf during business hours. Finally, monetary donations are also 
welcome. You may leave a check in the offering plate made payable to St. Paul-Reformation and 
clearly  designated for ÒHQB Food ShelfÓ to address local hunger or designate ÒWorld HungerÓ 
for gifts to the ELCAÕs World Hunger projects.   Thank you for sharing! 

THANK YOU  - FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS
Jake Torkelson, a Boy Scout  from Troop 408, organized a food drive to benefit the Hallie Q. Brown Food Shelf 
located in St. Paul Reformation Lutheran Church. He did this as part of his work towards becoming an Eagle Scout. 
The project was divided between two Sundays. On Sunday  the 15 volunteers met at the church and were organized 
into seven teams. Each team dropped of a flyer describing the drive and a bag for food at  each house in their area. 
The total area covered was around sixty square blocks that ran between the boundaries of Hamline Avenue to N. 
Victoria Street, and Summit Avenue to Concordia Street. The second Sunday, volunteers were organized into car 
teams that drove around the local neighborhood and collected the bags of donations and brought  them back to the 
food shelf, were they were sorted. At the end of the day, the volunteers had collected six hundred and forty  pounds of 
food for the food shelf. Jake would like to thank all the people who volunteered as well as all the people who 
donated to the drive. It was a huge success thanks to everyone!
 

TRADER JOE’S
Thank you to these members who recently  volunteered to be substitutes for our Trader Joe's Sunday pick-ups .Our 
new subs are:Brian and Bonnie Olson 651-293-1939, Sandy Archer 651-646-6974,David Gjerdrum 612-724-5608, 
Sarah Matala 651-489-2500, Lynn Erstad/Teresa Tate 612-710-5345,John Whalen, who will help as of 10/1/2010, 
612-378-0590. As it is working now team members are calling a substitute on their own. It would also be helpful to 
let Barb Merchant  at 651-699-9595 know if you will be subbing. Barb makes reminder calls for us each Saturday. I 
have mailed each team member and sub a schedule. When  we return to 2 Sunday  services we will still be doing 
these pick-ups just before 8 am each Sunday. This may  interfere with attending the 8 am service? Please call me w/
any  questions or ideas...651-291-9104 or e-mail me at dickjackennedy@comcast .net. You are all a huge help!!!!!  
Jackie Kennedy
 

BED-NETS, BIG STEP FORWARD IN PREVENTING MALARIA
I just  returned from a month long visit in Nigeria with Dr. David Thompson, another Global Health Ministry 
volunteer.  We visited SPR's companion congregation in Pella on August 7th when bed-nets were 
distributed.  Households for the remainder of the 3.1M  residents of Adamawa State, also obtained bed-nets to help 
reduce the incidence of malaria.  This distribution occurred nine months after six SPR women visited Pella and 
trained twelve individuals in preparation for this event.  Through UNICEF and the State Ministry  of Health, the 
5,000 people of Pella now have the recourses to combat malaria.  However, it is questionable what percentage of 
homes will actually  use these free nets.  We do know that Pella has a leg up in that volunteer health workers were 
trained to do the ongoing monitoring to make sure people understand how to hang the nets, their benefit  (especially 
for children five years and under and for pregnant women), and to encourage their daily use even in hot conditions.
 
As we arrived in Pella the same day of distribution, we saw the village bathed in a sea of blue. While these long-
lasting insecticide treated "blue colored" nets are safe,  they  do have chemicals that necessitate being hung outside 
for 24 hours prior to being hung inside. People were placing the nets on fences, trees, poles, etc.  It was quite a site to 
see.  Polio immunizations were also given along side the net distribution.  It is planned that these trainers from Pella 
will now in turn train folks from other mosques, churches and towns to follow through and monitor/encourage the 
use state-wide.
 
The LWR/ELCA Malaria Initiative  for Africa is about  to take off.  The ELCA-GM  division is looking to SPR and 
Global Health Ministries for assistance with materials and plans for use in other areas of Africa.  Later this fall Dr. 
Thompson, Tim Iverson and I will return to Adamawa State and Pella in particular.  It is hoped that these 
trained volunteer health workers in Pella can take on one more health education task, possibly  emphasizing the use 
of  ORS (Oral Rehydration Solution) in the treatment of diarrhea.
 
On this visit  we made contact with Indo and Phanuel who were trained last October and both are excited to now 
continue working with their neighbors in preventing malaria.  We met the new Pella Lutheran Church pastor, Rev. 

mailto:dickjackennedy@comcast
mailto:dickjackennedy@comcast
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Hanis H. Falu.  His wife teaches at  a nearby secondary school and their four children are attending universities.  
Nurse-midwife, Helene Haniel, extends her greetings as she continues to assist in bringing healthy babies into our 
world.  Gary R. Sande  gary@saintagnesbaking.com
   

MUSIC MUSINGS FOR SEPTEMBER AND MUCH MORE

IT IS  OFFICIAL!  - Chancel Choir meets on Wednesday, September 1st, 5:30 pm for a potluck get-together in 
Tidemann Hall, followed by our first rehearsal of the 2010-2011 season.  Please bring something to share (tater tot 
hot dish will be present!).  Beverages and paper goods will be supplied.  
  
September 18, 2:00 pm, Rite  of Reception Service  - Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.  It will be a memorable 
day  filled with joy, celebration, and festival music provided by the Woodwind Quintet plus 1 ensemble, Chancel 
Brass, Wings of Grace Handbell Choir, Children's Choir, and Chancel Choir.  Don't miss this momentous event!

 
YOU ARE NEEDED!  Your many unique gifts and talents are needed at St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church.  Please consider joining the Wings of Grace Handbell Choir, Chancel Brass Ensemble, 
Woodwind Ensemble, or the Chancel Choir.  Are you a percussionist  or a string player?  I am looking for 
interested folks who would consider forming a Percussion Ensemble and a String Ensemble. This just 
might be a way to share your musical gifts during worship  services at SPR. If interested, please contact 
Dr. Camilla Horne,  music@stpaulref.org
   

  CHANGE IN SEASON #2 REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Due to the addition of mid-week Advent Services, the following changes have been made to Chancel Choir Season 2
 Season #2 Rehearsal and Performance Schedule - October 28, through Christmas Day - December 25, 2010.
REHEARSALS - WEDNESDAYS FROM 7:00 - 8:30 P.M.  November 3, 10, 17
*Due to mid-week Advent Services, Chancel Choir rehearsal for the following Wednesdays will begin at approx. 
8:00 pm.   *December 1 - Chancel Choir will sing during this first mid-week service.  *December 8, 15, 22
  
WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE - SEASON #2
 10:30 am - November 7, 21, December 12 
 8:00 am & 10:30 am - November 14, December 19
 10:30 PM - December 24
 10:30 am - December 25
  
FYI - SCHEDULES FOR SEASONS 4 AND 5 OF THE CHANCEL CHOIR ARE ON PAGE 10

God's heart is the most sensitive and tender of all. No act goes unnoticed, no matter how insignificant or small.  - 
Richard J. Foster

 Be blessed!   Dr. Camilla Horne 

WINGS OF GRACE HANDBELL CHOIR!
Practice happens up in the balcony on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7 p.m. Our first rehearsal 
of the coming season is Wednesday, Sept 8, and we play our first worship service on Rally 
Sunday, Sept 12. 

If youÕve played a musical instrument before, would like to play  bells again, or have always wanted to learn how, 
give Wings of Grace a try! We will work with you to get  you going or to bring you up  to speed again.  We will play 
on six Sundays in the coming year (usually the first Sunday of the month) and during Lent and Holy  Week. We can 
also figure out a Òseasonal commitmentÓ of your time if going for an entire year would be too much for you. 

Join us, and together we can make some beautiful music for our congregation!  For more info, call Sharon Baker 
(651) 848-4143 days, (651) 451-0515 evenings or  e-mail me at: the_baker_gang@yahoo.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN SEPTEMBER TO:
09/01 Janice Boyer
09/03 Heather DÕEvelyn
09/07 Kasarah Archambault, Casey Damberg,

Lynette Huhn, Leslie Judd

09/08 Alan Bloemke, Mike Hagedorn, Lynn         
Mickelson, Lucas Sundelius, Kathy Westlund
09/09 Roger Kahler, Cheryl Larson, Jean-Nickolaus 
Tretter, Phyllis Zillhart
09/10 Julie Brabender
09/11 Janice Fowler       
09/12 Sherry Berdahl, Samuel Cummings

mailto:gary@saintagnesbaking.com
mailto:gary@saintagnesbaking.com
mailto:music@stpaulref.org
mailto:music@stpaulref.org
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09/14 Katherine Blaine, Jeffrey Coffman
09/15 Keyon Archer
09/16 Paul Chindvall 
09/17 Lillie Eiken, John Riemer
09/18 Jacquelyn Dinusson, Aimee Smith 
09/19 Jakob Allrich-Osano, John Johnson
09/20 Dorothy Gjerdrum, Tony Stauning, 
09/22 Keith Olstad, Tina Proctor, Jared Sande-Martin
09/23 Eric Beckman, Signe Harriday
09/24 Sara Ibis, Jeff Kopseng
09/25 Cheryl Caumiant, Shirley Heyer, Samuel 
Stauning, Alexandra Taylot
09/26 Gianni Washington
09/27  Paul Grauer, DeeAnn Kohn, Alexandra 
Swords, Ryan Young
09/28 Cynthia Fay, Linda Maday, Brian Olson, Lois 
Snook, Sharon Torkelson
09/29 Jill Aughey, Solveig Harriday, Cynthia Peyton

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN SEPTEMBER TO:
09/02 Jan Bailey and Emily Eastwood
09/03 Deanna and Gary Sande
09/04 Maren and Randall Koncilja
09/05 Diane Martin Hushman and John Hushman
09/06 Judite Fluger and Vicki Ostendorf
09/07 Carla Hagen and LeRoy Sorenson
09/09 Diane Pearson and Dan Ostrowski
09/11 Jodean Thronson and John Riemer
09/13 Susan Corbin and Karen Lueck
09/15 Mary Coyne and Laura Secord
09/18 Pat Bloomquist and Debra Heinrich
09/19 Ruth Frost and Phyllis Zillhart
SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPTEMBER:
September 5 – Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Assisting Minister: Margaret Schuster
Lector:  Mark Sandberg
Ushers: Doug Merchant, Steve Winfield, Beth Benson 
and Tristen Baier

Communion Assistant:  Beth Benson
Communion Preparation:  OPEN
Coffee/Treats: Danette Allrich-Osano
Counters: Pat Graham ÐJohn Whalen

September 12 – Rally Sunday
 Assisting Minister: OPEN
Lector:  OPEN
Ushers: same as 9/5
Council Communion Assistant: Beth Benson
Communion Preparation: OPEN
Coffee and Treats: Lower Auditorium
Counters: Ron Sundberg

September 19-  Seventeenth Sunday/Pentecost 
Assisting Minister: 8:00  OPEN  10:30  OPEN
Lector:  8:00  Teresa Tate   10:30 OPEN
Ushers: 8:00 Teresa Tate and Lynn Erstad; Fred and 
Suni Shetka    10:30 same as 9/5
Council Communion Assistant: 8:00 Teresa Tate   
10:30 Beth Benson
Communion Preparation: Jo-Ann Champagne
Coffee and Treats: 8:00 Suni and Fred Shetka
   10:30 OPEN
Counters: D Livdahl/B Benson-  

September 26 – Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Assisting Minister:  8:00 OPEN   10:30 OPEN
Lector:  8:00 Katrina Johnson   10:30  OPEN
Ushers: 8:00 Katrina Johnson, Anita Wheeler; Jo-Ann 
Champagne, Jane Anderson   10:30 same as 9/5
Council Communion Assistants: 8:00 Anita Wheeler  
10:30 Beth Benson
Communion Preparation: Johnson/Wheeler  
Coffee and Treats:  8:00 Jo-Ann Champagne, Carol 
Hendrickson     10:30  OPEN
Counters: Julie Richards-

09/20 Lynn Erstad and Teresa Tate

09/23 Wes Doolittle and Chet Ritchie
09/24  Katie and Jason Swanson
09/25 Darlene and Al Bertke
          Heather Whatley and Kristi Wollitz
09/26  Lois Quam and Matt Entenza
09/27 Amy Hamlin and Paul Flindt
09/29 Adriana Sande and Stephen Kruger Sande
       Michael-jon Pease and Christopher Taykalo

MEN TALK ABOUT FRIENDSHIP ON SEPT. 16
The stereotype suggests that men talk only about sports and cars, but our conversations in the MenÕs Christian 
Fellowship have ranged to much deeper topics.  Join us for a conversation that has now stretched across a couple of 
months.  WeÕll begin our next meeting by viewing a video about a group of men who reflect  on how they have 
stayed dear friends for over thirty-five years.

SPRÕs MenÕs Christian Fellowship  meets next on Thursday, September 16, at 7:00 PM  in Tidemann Hall.  Then in 
October we will begin meeting monthly on the FIRST Thursday of each month, which in October is the 7th.

SPR YOUNG ADULTS: HOW ABOUT A BAR-B-Q?!?



9

So, what exactly  defines a young adult, you ask, and can I qualify to participate in a potluck Bar-B-Q at Pastor 
Keith and LibbyÕs house?  Well, weÕve been saying that someone who can still see from 18 to 35 years of age 
on their personal horizon will be welcomed (in addition to the pastors).  So even if you 
have 
to use binoculars to qualify, join other youngish adults at the OlstadÕs beginning at 
6:00 PM  on Friday evening, September 24.  Bring a dish for a potluck and something 
to throw on the grill, with or without Bar-B-Q sauce, and weÕll have a great time.  
Beverages provided.  To get directions to the OlstadÕs house, call the office.

    
SPR ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

The endowment committee of SPR met on Tuesday, July  20, 2010 to consider three grant  requests.  These requests 
were then presented to the Congregational Council for review and consideration on August 11, 2010.   All three were 
considered worthy and approved to have the grant requests funded.  They were:

1. A capital request from the property  committee to partially fund replacing the entry steps and sidewalk to the 
rear entrance on Oxford Street.  The concrete is crumbling creating a hazard particularly  in winter.  The 
endowment committee voted to fund one half of the project or $1,100.  The remainder will come from the 
Building Maintenance fund of the Church. 

2. An outreach request from a member of SPR for Maxfield Elementary SchoolÕs student aid fund for $500 to 
provide fees and other expenses for students whose families could not afford them was received.  Maxfield 
Elementary School is in the SPR neighborhood.  Recognizing the economic difficulties faced by  many at this 
time the grant was funded as a one time grant. 

3. A grant request from the SPR Church Council for $1,000 to support  the mission work of SPR through 
interactive software which is intended to increase the effectiveness of the work of committees, task forces, 
etc, was granted with the notation that there needs to be a budget line for this type of expense in the future.  It 
was noted that SPR is in a transition phase to using more recent communication forms important to the 
mission work of SPR. 

The endowment committee has now granted $2,600.00 of the $3,674.00 available for distribution in 2010.  Members 
of the committee are Chad Halbur, Chair, Margaret  Schuster, Pam Peyton, Bob Tyler, and John Whalen.  Pastor 
Keith Olstad was present as an advisor with voice.
 

THANK YOU FROM THE ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
Thank you for your gifts to ELCA World Hunger is July and August totaling $1,388.  Gifts 
like yours fight hunger and its root causes in all 50 states and more than 60 countries 
worldwide, efficiently  and effectively.  In Ohio, children who depend on a nutritious lunch at 
school receive the same during school vacation.  In Chad and Sudan, women in refugee 
camps and nearby  villages are able to fetch clean water from wells close to their homes.  In 
Cambodia, rice farmers marvel at the difference made by a simple water gate that helps them 
direct water into and out of their fields.  To neighbors near and far who live with hunger and 
poverty, gifts like yours bring not only  help, but hope.  Thank you for your faithful 
generosity.  Your gift brings us another step closer to ending hunger in our world.                        
In ChristÕs service, The Rev. Daniel Rift, Director ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
15th ANNUAL AUGUSTANA LUTHERN WORSHIP

The 15th Annual Augustana Lutheran Worship using the Hymns and Liturgy  of the Augustana tradition will be held 
on Sunday September 26 at 2:30 p.m. at Normandale Lutheran Church , 6100 Normandale Road, Edina.  The service 
includes inspiring singing and an uplifting message from Guest Preacher The Rev. William E. Berg.  Reverend Berg 
is well known, highly regarded and the oldest living clergyman of the Augustana Synod.  The Organist is Dr. John O. 
Swanson.  The fellowship hour following the service allows friends an opportunity to reconnect.  All are welcome.  
Bring your friends.  For more information or directions call 952-929-1697.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF OUR HYMNS
Dr. G. B. Stevens of Yale, in his 1898 "thought translation," paraphrases Ephesians 5:18-19 as follows:  "Do not seek 
the excitement of intoxication, but  the joy  which comes from the Spirit's indwelling, so that you may edify one 
another with devout songs of praise to Christ, accompanied by  the melody of the heart."  I would like to share with 
all of you the history, or "stories" behind the hymns we sing in worship  in order to help  us fully  understand their 
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beauty  and power.  Perhaps by learning the circumstances around which hymns have been written, it will enable us 
to love them more, sing them better, and bring greater joy and blessing to all who need the message of the gospel in 
sing.  Please look for the hymn or special  music historical explanations each Sunday’s bulletin at the end of the 
service order, after the  participants list.  In the words of Walter Savage Lander, "Music is God's gift  to all, the 
only art of heaven given to earth, and the only art of earth we take to heaven."    Living in Song, Dr. Camilla Horne

MUSIC MUSINGS AND MORE CONTINUED
Chancel Choir  - Season #4   Rehearsal & Performance Schedule  March 9 - April 20, 2011
 
REHEARSALS - WEDNESDAYS
March 16th - provide Soup & Bread - 5:30 to 6:45 pm sing at Lenten Service 7:00 - 8:00 pm
Rehearsal immediately following service  8:00 - 9:00 P.M.
MARCH 23, 30, -  8:00 - 9:00 PM  APRIL 6, 13   -  8:00 - 9:00 PM
APRIL 20 - 7:00 - 9:00 PM Back to regular rehearsal time - APRIL 20 - 
7:00 - 8:30 PM
        
WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE - SEASON #4
10:30 am - MARCH 13, 20, 27, April 10
8:00 & 10:30 am - APRIL 17 - Palm Sunday
7:00 pm - Friday, April 22ND  - Good Friday
8:00 & 10:30 am - April 24 - Easter Sunday
  

Chancel Choir -  Season #5  Rehearsal  & Performance Schedule Wednesday, 
April 27 - Sunday, May 18, 2011  
 
REHEARSALS - WEDNESDAYS - 7:00 - 8:30 pm  April 27, May 4, 11, 18
   
WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE - SEASON #5
10:30 am - May 1, 15
8:00 and 10:30 am - May 22nd 
 
End of the Year Bell/Brass and Choir Party - 
Sunday, May 22, 2010 - noon to Whenever at Jeff and DavidÕs wonderful home!

 


