
 

 

 
Sunday Liturgies   

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

 Livestream video via 
SPR’s FB page or look 

in your e-mail on  
Sunday mornings. 

 

Sunday School and 
Adult Forum  

9:10 a.m. 
 

Confirmation,  
9:30 a.m. 

 

Nursery   
Kids with Parents 

10:15 a.m. 
 

Visit us on the web! 
www.stpaulref.org 

 

St. Paul-Reformation 
is a congregation of 

the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). 
 

100 Oxford Street N. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 

651-224-3371 
office@stpaulref.org  

 

The Spectrum items, arti-
cles and columns need to 
be to the Parish Office by 
the 12th of the month.  The 
Spectrum goes to the print-
er on the 15th of the 
month, and this date is 
hard and fast.  Articles 
received after the 12th may 
or may not be included in 
the newsletter.   

The Newsletter of St. Paul -Reformation Lutheran Church  

Sunday, November 27. 

 

 

 

Saint Nicholas on December 4 + An SPR tradition, we invite children below twelve to 

join us in person or via livestream.  A highlight of the year, St. Nicholas an his entou-

rage will delight, teach, and help us to understand the upcoming miracle of Christ-

mas.   

 

Advent Tea December 7, 10:30 a.m. with the Central High School Chamber Singers. 

 

A French Baroque Christmas: La Grande Bande    Saturday, December 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Twin Cities Girls’ Chorus Holiday Concert: Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas with the Elizabethan Syngers: Thursday, December 15 at 7:00 p.m.;  

Saturday, December 17 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Christmastide Concerts with Sr. Stacie Lightner and Donna Hryniewicki on 
Tuesday December 20 at 7:00 p.m.   and Wednesday December 21 at 12:10 p.m. 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:  

•Christmas Eve, 4:00 (Instant Christmas Pageant) and 10:30 p.m., Saturday, 

December 24; 

•Christmas Day, 10:30 a.m., Sunday, December 25; 

•Christmas I, Sunday January 1 at 10:30 a.m.—please note: one liturgy this day. 

•Epiphany, Friday, January 6 at 7:00 p.m. at SPR with St. Clement’s Episcopal 

Church.  Reception preceding at 6:00 p.m. 



 

that I have been 
working on for the last two years is participation in 
a three-year cycle of preaching commentaries that 
is being funded by the John Templeton Founda-
tion.  The Templeton Foundation is, essentially, a 
science think-tank, and the grant they 
awarded was intended to provide 
homiletical commentary that merg-
es with science.  In a day and age 
where many are questioning the 
validity of science itself, it is im-

portant to see how science and 
faith are not opposed, but rather 
complementary to one another in 
the overarching plan of God. 
 In the course of this project, 
we have heard lectures from scien-
tists throughout the United States.  
Some of them have scared me with 
their depth of knowledge: one of 
them is a professional astronomer 
at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago 
who teaches at the University of 
Chicago and has worked for NASA; 
another a professor at Scripps Col-
lege in California with (just for fun) 
two doctorates; another a climate 
scientist who serves as a scientific advisor to the 
Vatican.  You get the idea: smart people. 

 The point of all of this is that, almost univer-
sally, each of these incredible scholars has not fo-
cused upon what we do know, but rather what we 
don’t.  We know, of course, that the universe is 
large, but its size and intricacy is beyond human 
comprehension.  The measurable universe is ninety
-three billion light years in diameter, based only up-
on what we are able to understand now.  The near-
est galaxy to ours is a quick 2.5 million light years 
away, just down the street when the total size is 
taken into account.  This is to say nothing of the 
medical sciences, which – though much smaller – 
are many times more complicated than the uni-
verse.  What we know about the size of galaxies is 
much more than, for example, what we know 
about the functioning of the human brain.   

 Theologians have long speculated as to how 
God fits into all of this, and each attempt is a feeble 
one, only able to be grasped using the categories 
with which we are familiar.  God exists – so some 
have speculated – as “wholly other,” not able to be 

described, present in everything and 
over everything, hidden beyond 
physicality or what science can 
know.  Words cannot hold meaning 
in this immensity, and God’s free-
dom as Creator renders every other 

bit of knowledge meaningless. 
 And yet: Bethlehem. 
 And yet: Go with haste and 
find the child and his mother. 
 And yet: Verbum Caro Fac-
tum Est: The Word Became Flesh 
and Dwelt among us. 
 What we proclaim at Christ-
mas is that the immensity of God – 
beyond time, space, comprehen-
sion, knowing, reason, intuition, 
rationality – focuses that energy 
and that “bigness” in a baby who is 
that very God himself.  Each year as 
we approach Christmas, I am left 
holding the bag with the question: 

why?  Why would a God so big, so beyond our un-
derstanding do that?  God certainly doesn’t need to 

do it.  So…why? 
 The Christian tradition has only one answer 
for this: love. 
 Love is the reason that such vast and omni-
present power is located in the person of Jesus.  
Love of you is the reason that vast galaxies collapse 
into Bethlehem’s manger; love of you is the signal 
that things unknown – in science, in our relation-
ships, in our futures – do not matter as much as 
God’s own self-disclosure in the Incarnation of 
Christ Jesus.  For love of us does this vastness 
make itself small, make itself useful to lives that cry 
out for hope, make itself to hold us in these days 
and in days and seasons yet to come.  I leave your 
Christmas celebrations this month with the words  
(Pastor, continued on Page 4): 

 
 
 
 

“Why would a 
God so big, so  

beyond our under-
standing do that?  

God certainly 
doesn’t need to 

do it.  So…why?” 



 

Donna Hryniewicki and I are 
pleased to present a concert of 
Christmastide music for organ 
and flute on Tuesday, December 
20 at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday, 

December 21 at 12:10 p.m. Come hear sounds of the 
season from Medieval carols through Manheim 
Steamroller, from old chestnuts like “Silent Night” 
and “Joy to the World” to less familiar carols like 
“The Wexford Carol” and “A la nanita nana.” Take 

a moment for yourself at this busy time of year and 
relax into sounds soothing and inspiring as we pre-
pare to celebrate the Incarnation! 
 This year Christmas caroling is joining up 
with Meals Ministry to deliver delicious food and 
holiday cheer! This will take place on Saturday, De-
cember 17 in the late morning. (We’re still working 
out the details as the Spectrum goes to print – stay 
tuned to the Friday emails and weekly announce-
ments for the exact time.) If you would like to help 
deliver meals and go caroling, please contact Sister 
Stacie. People of all ages and musical abilities are 
welcome! Come help us spread joy and delicious-
ness! 
 For your Advent and Christmas hymn medi-
tation, I commend to you two stanzas of a hymn 
that were in the green LBW hymnal in the 
“Repentance, Forgiveness” section, but found in 

the “Advent” section of the German Lutheran 
hymnal: “Once He Came in Blessing.” This text is 
by Johann Horn (c. 1490-1547) and translated by 
Catherin Winkworth (1829-1878), whom we must 
thank for so many great hymn translations, espe-
cially from German into English.  
 
Once he came in blessing,  
all our ills redressing; 
Came in likeness lowly,  
Son of God most holy; 
Bore the cross to save us;  
hope and freedom gave us. 
 
Those who then are loyal  
find a welcome royal. 
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Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 
from our sins release us; 
Let us here confess you, 
till in heaven we bless you.    Sr. Stacie Lightner 

When I was growing up, Advent 
seemed little more than a run-up 
to Christmas. In my mind, the 
lighting of the candles and the lit-
tle presents on the Advent calen-

dar simply serving as a countdown 
to Christmas Day—which always 
felt like it would never actually arrive. I have found 
much more meaning in the season as I have gotten 
older, however. Advent marks the beginning of the 
liturgical year and is the time we expectantly await 
Jesus’ return to us. It is a season marked by hope 
in the promises of Christ and his past, present, and 
future comings. Christ came to us in the flesh, be-
ing born as a baby and suffering death on the cross 
for our sake. Christ comes to us now in the word 
and the sacraments, and will come again in glory 
on the last day. As much as I look forward to our 
Christmas celebrations together, I am grateful that 
we have this time of waiting and preparation. I 
wish you all joy and peace throughout this season!  

SPR’s former Vicar, Jonathan Nerdig, has complet-
ed the candidacy process and has been called to 
serve as Assistant Pastor at Ascension Lutheran 
Church in Brookings, South Dakota.  Jonathan’s 
Ordination will be held at SPR on Saturday, Decem-
ber 3 at 1:00 p.m., Bishop Patricia Lull will serve as 
the Ordinator.  You are invited to join in this joyful 
celebration, one that would not have been possi-
ble without you, the members of SPR, serving as 
patient teachers.  A reception follows, please wear 
red! 



 

 (Pastor, continued from page 2): 
of poet Richard Crashaw: 
 Welcome, all wonders in one sight!  
        Eternity shut in a span;  

Summer in winter; day in night;  
        Heaven in earth, and God in man.  

Great little one, whose all-embracing birth  
Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heav’n to earth.  
I hope you will wonder in these great days.   
 
What we’re celebrating: huge…and tiny at 

the same time. 
Merry Christmas,  
+ Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 

I  had the wonderful opportunity to represent SPR 
in November at the conference held in El Salvador 
for sister congregations from around the world in 
relationship with El Salvador. Formed in the 80’s 
during their civil war the church continues to grow 
with its emphasis on the Theology of Life and 
wholistic support for families and youth.  
 One of the many fine results of our congre-
gation’s mission has been the advance of Cristo Lib-
ertador’s children in education towards their 
dreams for the future.  We have made possible the 
graduation of increasing numbers of Nahualapa’s 
youth from high school, the university and technical 

schools, something that was rare twelve years ago 
when our Sister Relationship first began. Over the 
years, through our delegation visits and support of 
the youth and families, our bonds with the Salvador-
an community have deepened and blessings to our 
faith and life have grown.  Now, through December, 
you are invited to continue our investment in bless-
ing by contributing to the scholarship fund, either 
for the specific youth that you have sponsored, or 
for the program in general.  We have been so suc-
cessful in reaching our goal of sponsoring the young 
people that Pastor Conchi identifies for us each 
year.  As many of you have seen on visits to Na-
hualapa the youth always show up at worship to 
express their gratitude and hope that our support 
will continue.  See Sandy Iverson or Krissy Matenaer 

after church each Sunday to renew your sup-
port.  Gracias! 
 
These are the options for contributing this year: 
 1) Please contribute by credit card online by choos-
ing “Nahualapa Scholarships" at stpaulref.org/
donate. If you do choose to use the online service, 
we kindly request that you also choose the optional 
donation of 2.65% to help offset the processing fee. 
 2) Make your check out to St. Paul-Reformation 
with "ES scholarship" in the memo line and mail to 

the church or drop in the offering plate on Sunday. 
 
 St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
 100 Oxford St N. 
 Saint Paul, Minnesota 55104 
 

 + 
SPR’s annual Christmas 
“Giving Tree” is up and 
ready to make a differ-
ence in this world!  This 
year, you can take an 
“ornament” home with you off the tree.  Each orna-
ment has some kind of project or agricultural gift 
that the Lutheran World Federation will make on 
your behalf in developing nations through the 
ELCA’s “Good Gifts” program.  Rather than give 

your loved ones another pair of socks...how about 
giving a flock of geese on their behalf?  Even better: 
a flock of chickens, or a cow, or a micro-loan to a 
woman-owned business!  The choice is yours but 
the impact will be large.  We hope you will join us as 
we “pay it forward.”  Thank you! 

 + 
SPR’s Sunday School will take a trip to the Stepping-
stone Theater on Sunday, December 18th to see 
“The Snowy Day.”  This is open to all SPR kiddos 
and parents, and you can sign up in the narthex or 
online.  Why are we doing this?  To build communi-
ty, of course...and to have some fun together.  
More information will be coming from SPR 
soon...stay tuned! 

http://stpaulref.org/donate
http://stpaulref.org/donate


 

is at 9:10 a.m. in Tidemann Hall 
We have an incredible line up of speakers.  Join us 
to learn, discern and discuss. 

December 4+ DR. NICHOLAS SCHASER 
Jesus' Own Judaism + Dr. Nicholas Schaser is profes-
sor of biblical and Jewish studies at Macalaster Col-
lege in St. Paul, holding a PhD in New Testament 
from Vanderbilt University.  Dr. Schaser will lead us 
through a conversation on what the Judaism of Je-
sus’ own day looked like, and how Jesus under-

stood his own Jewishness.  What would the daily 
practice of Jesus’ religion have looked like to him…
and what would it have meant to his family? 

December 11 + LISA GIDLOW MORIARITY 
Which Way To God?  Using SPR's Labyrinth As A Spir-
itual Tool  + isa Gidlow Moriarity is the Executive Di-
rector of Paths of Peace, an organization dedicated 
to raising awareness of labyrinths as spiritual 
tools.  Lisa will lead us in an overview of SPR’s Laby-
rinth, how one might use this valuable tool in pray-
er, and we will have an opportunity to use it!  One 
never knows what blessings are hiding just below 
our feet!  Join us (and wear socks!). 

December 18 + DR. PAUL WESTERMEYER 
Handel's Messiah: Christmas Favorite or Baroque 
Trash? + Dr. Paul Westermeyer is Professor Emeritus 

of Church Music at Luther Seminary.  In this discus-
sion, he will lead us through the backstory on Han-
del’s Messiah, a Christmas favorite in America.  But 
why has it become a favorite of audiences the world 
over, and…is its story quite as magnificent as it 
sounds? 
Note: This Adult Forum will coincide with an oppor-
tunity on December 18 at 2:00 p.m. at the Ordway to 
hear a full performance of Messiah by the St. Paul 
Chamber Orchestra.  You can sign up in the Narthex 
or online via the Friday E-mail.  Tickets are $30.00. 

02 Landis Osano, Lee Stupica 
03 Chloe Proctor 
08 Marge Charmoli 
10 Scott Hanson, Jameson Weber 
11 Alex Salo 
12 Philip Archer 
16 Analagia Batres Pearson, August Maki 
18 Karen Allard 
20 Teresa Ortiz, Karen Stuart 
21 Deanna Sande 

23 Elizabeth Callen, Synovia Colbert 
25 Betty Schmidt 
31 Dianne Brennan, Matthew Webster, Oulia Yang 

02  Ed and Karen Stuart 
18 Alyn Bedford and Bill Convery 
27 Kathy and Chris Thomforde 

The Health Professionals Group met in mid-October 
to review current data and trends. Based on this re-
view we are recommending the following: 
• Masks are now encouraged but not required for 

all Church activities.  Please make a decision that 
is good for you while honoring the choices of 
others.  We’re still all in this together!

• If you are feeling ill or under the weather, please 

stay home and join us via livestream.
• We continue to strongly urge you to get vac-

cinated, boosted, and take all necessary precau-
tions to remain safe and smart. 

SPR will cel-
ebrate Epiphany this year 
on Friday, January 6 (the 
actual day).  A long SPR tra-
dition, you are invited to 
bring some kind of appetizer to share for a recep-
tion beforehand in Tidemann hall starting at 6:00 
p.m.  Weather-permitting, this may take place out-
side in the courtyard around bonfires.  Please dress 
warmly and bring something to share; the liturgy 
begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in 
the large Sunday School room in the lower level. 
Not meeting on Wednesday December 21 and 
28. Please join us for this time of study, fellowship, and 
learning as we look forward to the coming week’s lec-



 

We are so thankful for all the volunteers who help 
make Sunday morning  10:30 a.m. service “run.”   
 
December 4  Second Sunday of Advent 
Victoria Smith, Elizabeth Callen  Asst Ministers 
Alyn Bedford, Ellis Bedford, Lectors 
Lillie Eiken,  Acolyte 
Dawn Klesk,  Cantor 
Hilary and Roman Hund,  
Jan Swenson, Kay Pekel, Greeters/Ushers 

John Johnson, Diane Aase, Coffee/Treats 
 
December 11  Third Sunday of Advent  
Jamie Hocmuth, Elizabeth Callen, Asst Ministers 
Sunday School Students,  Lectors 
Sebastian Badilla, Acolyte 
Patrick Coleman,  Cantor 
Deanna Sande, Anne and Jim Halgerson,  
Cheri Gohr, Greeters/Ushers 
Anne and Jim Halgerson, Coffee/Treats 
 
December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Aar0n Brown, Elizabeth Callen,  Asst Ministers 
Shirley Henning, Hilary Hund, Lectors 
Grant Rouillard-Horne, Acolyte 
Margaret Schuster,  Cantor  
Roman Hund, Kay Pekel,  
Eldora Pearson, Jim McGowan, Greeters/Ushers 

Deb Horne, Ed Stuart, Coffee/Treats 
 
December 25 Christmas Day 
Anthony Hedlund, Elizabeth Callen,  Asst Ministers 
Jim McGowan, Aaron Brown, Lectors 
Open,  Acolytes 
Deanna Sande, Kristen Damberg, Jim McGowan, 
Greeters/Ushers 

+ SPR’s 
Sunday Eucharist is livestreamed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. via SPR’s Facebook page, or at 
www.stpaulref.online.church.  Similarly, SPR now 
has a YouTube channel where services are ar-
chived.  Simply go to YouTube and search “St. Paul
-Reformation Lutheran Church.” 

The Parish Council met in regular session on Tues-
day, November 8, and heard/took action on the 
following matters: 
• The Parish is feeling the effects of its summer 

slump in giving, with our projected deficit as of 
September having jumped upward to approxi-
mately $47,000.00.  Why is this so?  Increased 
utility costs, staff salaries, and higher-than-
anticipated costs as we have returned to wor-
ship.  We ask the congregation to help us less-

en this as we go into the year, and your giving 
can help us make a significant dent in this.  We 
anticipate, likewise, that this number will im-
prove (go down) as we move into October-
November-December, but your generosity is 
vital in lowering this number.  You can give a 
special year-end gift to help lower this on your 
2023 Pledge Form, or by sending it in to the 
office. 

• We continue to negotiate with American Tower 
regarding the agreement to sell our T-Mobil 
tower lease.  We are especially thankful to John 
Rent who has led these efforts in negotiating 
terms favorable to SPR.   

• Approved the use of SPR as an emergency shel-
ter for the City of St. Paul when temperatures 
fall below 0.  More on this will be coming soon 
as we make good use of this building. 

• Attendance continues to steadily climb as we 
return to normal.   

• The Council had a marvelous time learning with 
Pr. Conchi when she was here in October, and 
we remain committed as a parish to this pro-
ject.  Plans are in the initial stages for a visit 
next fall. 

• The Parish Council will not meet for regular 
business during December, but will—instead—
gather for fellowship as we anticipate Christ-
mas. 

• Budgeting will begin in December as pledge 
cards continue to trickle in.  These make their 
way to us all the way until March.  Again, if you 
have not returned yours—please do.  It is vital 
to our budgeting process as we move forward. 



 

A great way to donate whether you 
are at church or out and about! Now you can give from anywhere in the world!  It’s fast, easy, and 
secure.  Search your app-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click “sign up,” and follow the in-
structions.  You can donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the Parish General fund (in addition to 
your regular pledge).  Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using this quick and easy way to donate! 

The Tuesday Crew contin-
ues working on multiple repair, improvement and 
winterizing projects needed around the building.  
Winterizing items: filling and setting ice melt buck-
ets and shovels by each entrance door, weather-
stripping door, putting Christmas lights on outside 
bushes, closing off the Laurel side stairs.  Other 
projects: hanging signs for the Craftacular, putting 
up the Advent giving tree, repairing toilets, sorting   
paint cans and paint supplies, changing clocks back 
and so much more. Thanks to all who volunteer to 

keep this building and the spaces inside in condi-
tion to use and rent out.   

 for Charity On hiatus for December 
due to the Ordination of Jonathan Nerdig  Decem-
ber 3 .  Please join us on Saturday January 7. Con-
tact Gwen Peyton at gwenpeyton5@gmail.com . 

+ Once a month, SPR 
members help each other by preparing and deliv-
ering meals for members who may find it challeng-
ing to always have a home-cooked meal.  Meals 
cooked in the church kitchen at 9:00 a.m. on Satur-
day December 17.   Volunteers  needed; if you can 

chop, cook, package, measure or just like to social-
ize, please join us .  The alley door will be open. 
Your contributions for this ministry are greatly ap-
preciated.  For more information please contact  
Gwen Peyton,  gwenpeyton5@gmail.com. 

  returns at Louisiana Café,  
on Selby Ave, after the second service (noonish) 
on Sunday December 4.  All are welcome to join 
this time of fellowship. 

 
As of November 15— $3,180, or 
the equivalent of Thanksgiving 
Meals for 64 households — has 
been donated.  All donations re-
ceived in December will assist the 

Food Shelf with providing Christ-
mas dinners. Thank you so much! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Below: SPR hosted the Chrismon Chorale of the Twin Cities 
for “Hymns of Comfort and Hope.”  This is just one of the 
many upcoming concerts at SPR...come and join us! 

If not, not to worry!  There are two ways you can 
do it: 
1.) Return the pledge form/paper pledge card via 
the mail; 
2.) Make your commitment online using the link in 
the Friday e-mail, via our website, or on SPR’s Fa-
cebook Page.  Thank you in advance! 
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SPR member Sandy Iverson traveled to El Salvador in November for the Lutheran Church’s “Encuentro,” a 
time of learning, fellowship, and relationship among the many global partners that support the Church’s 

work there.  Here, she visits our partner congregation in Nahualapa.  Center: Pr. Conchi.  Well done! 


