
 

 

 
Sunday Liturgies   

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

 Livestream video via 
SPR’s FB page or look 

in your e-mail on  
Sunday mornings. 

 

Sunday School and 
Adult Forum  

9:10 a.m 
 

Confirmation,  
9:30 a.m. 

 

Nursery   
Kids with Parents 

10:15 a.m. 
 

Visit us on the web! 
www.stpaulref.org 

 

St. Paul-Reformation 
is a congregation of 

the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). 
 

100 Oxford Street N. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 

651-224-3371 
office@stpaulref.org  

 

The Spectrum items, arti-
cles and columns need to 
be to the Parish Office by 
the 12th of the month.  The 
Spectrum goes to the print-
er on the 15th of the 
month, and this date is 
hard and fast.  Articles 
received after the 12th may 
or may not be included in 
the newsletter.   

The Newsletter of St. Paul -Reformation Lutheran Church  

Teach us, O God, to be Servants of Your Grace 
 
SPR’s Annual Stewardship Cam-
paign kicks off on Sunday, Octo-
ber 9.  We have intentionally tied 
this to the joy of the Global Fies-
ta: our ministries are all support-
ed by the generosity of you, our 
members and friends, and our 
global partnerships are a great 
reminder of this work.  Through-
out October, you will be hearing 
stories of grace, of wonder, and 
of dreaming in this place.  In addi-

tion, you are invited to fill out one of the cards in the narthex laying 
out your “dream” for SPR.  What is your dream for this place, and how 
can we be faithful in our response to the goodness of God?  We con-
clude with a parish potluck on Sunday, November 6 (All Saints) to cel-
ebrate!  Thank you for being a “servant of God’s grace!” 

 + A joyful SPR tradition, we will again gather to cel-
ebrate our global partnerships as Stewardship kicks off on Sunday, October 9.  
Please join with us that day for an El Salvadorian lunch.  This will coincide with… 
 
Visit from Pastor Concepcion Vanegas on Sunday October 9  
Pastor Concepcion Vanegas, of our companion parish in El 
Salvador, Christo Libertador,  will be in the Twin Cities in early 
October and will visit SPR on Sunday October 9.  Please 
watch announcements as her schedule firms up for opportu-
nities to learn, to join in fellowship, and to celebrate!  

Blessing of the Animals + Saturday October 1, 11:00 a.m.   
Observed in honor of St. Francis’ Day (Oct. 4), well-
behaved pets of all kinds on leashes, in bowls, or in carri-
ers are invited to join us for a brief liturgy on the front 
steps.  



 

is marked by 
an inherent quest for wealth rather than the disci-
pline of generosity.  A lack of generous hearts is 
the cause of much ill in our world, including politi-
cal division in our nation, lack of compassion 
among neighbors and friends, and many 
who suffer silently with loneliness 
or isolation. 
 “But it is not so among 
you…” as Jesus tells the disciples 
in Mark’s Gospel.  Christians are 

called to a different way of living, 
a different way of giving, and a 
different way of being in this 
world.  In short, just as prayer, 
study, and works of mercy are 
part of the Christian call, so is the 
call to generosity.   
 This year, our Stewardship 
Campaign kicks off under the 
theme “Servants of Your Grace,” 
a theme that recalls the Lord’s 
servanthood to us and our serv-
anthood to God and the world, 
and also that that servanthood is undertaken in joy-
ful response to the initative of God’s grace. 
 None of us are as “grace-filled” as we would 
like (including me).  We each have things to work 
on and sharp edges that—if provoked—can be-

come the playgrounds of our lesser angels.  But is 
there something in the act of giving that can call 
forth the best in us?  Can “generosity” as a disci-
pline—rather than a romanticized emotion—train 
our hearts and our minds to reflect the goodness 
of God in ways that would otherwise be beyond 
our grasp? 
 Like all things Lutheran, this initiative is 
God’s alone.  God is the one at work in each of us 
to be generous.  Nonetheless, we can open our 
hearts to see the joyful stories of God’s ministry 
around us and in the beloved community of Jesus 
Christ at St. Paul-Reformation. 
 This past week, I had occasion to have lunch 
with our quilting group.  I know nothing about 
quilting, but their joy at being together and produc-

ing something of value and worth to help their 
neighbor was a delight to see.  In just a few weeks, 
SPR will again kick off a partnership with Capitol 
Hill Elementary and EveryMeal to make a real differ-
ence in the lives of children.  Add to this the boat-

loads of school supplies that you provid-
ed in August and September, and 
we are only scratching the surface 
of your generosity. 
 Over time, this discipline 
changes us.  Hearts that were 

closed are opened by giving and 
being given to.  Old hurts that 
were carried are let go as togeth-
er we find purpose in a common 
mission: the compassion of God.  
Strangers are welcomed to find a 
home here and they, too, are en-
folded into the mission.  We often 
speak of “welcome” at SPR, but 
my follow-up question is always 
“for what?”  For what are people 
welcomed into this place?  The an-
swer must and should be to be in 

greater relationship to God and the world that God 
loves.  This is done by service, which—in turn—is 
trained by its great teacher: generosity. 
 Churches need money to run, it is true.  But 
financial stability is only a means to an end: to be in 

greater relationship to God and the world that God 
loves.  There are other tools to do this, of course, 
but if anything in the last two years, we have again 
realized the essential need for us to be in communi-
ty together.  Strong communities are worth a lot.  A 
lot!  And in a day and age when other institutions 
are crumbling, they are more important than ever 
to maintain, to expand, and to flourish! 
 I hope that you will join with me in thinking 
carefully about how you are a “Servant of God’s 
Grace” with the emphasis on grace.  All is ready, 
the table is set, and all are invited.  We have life in 
God, and nothing is worth more than this truth.  
The rest of our lives are a “thank-you” note to God! 
+ Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck  

 
 
 
 
“The answer must 

and should be to be 
in greater relation-
ship to God and the 

world that  
God loves.” 



 

In 2019 I placed an ad on Face-
book looking for a flutist to 
come and play for church, and 
Donna Hryniewicki answered 
it. What a joy that turned out 
to be, because she is an excel-

lent musician and we enjoy collaborating. We 
planned a concert for March 2020, so that got can-
celled, but we revived it this June. Now we’re hap-
py to offer another program of music for flute and 

organ (and sometimes piano) this month. Here are 
some of the composers you will hear:  
 Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) was the 
organist at Saint-Sulpice in Paris for 63 years – 
quite a feat in a city with changing tastes and fash-
ions! He was also the organ teacher at the Paris 
Conservatoire. He developed the genre of the or-
gan symphony, which uses the organ like a sym-
phony orchestra unto itself in a multi-movement 
work that can last 45 minutes or more. You proba-
bly know his famous “Toccata” that closes the 
Fifth Symphony. We will play two movements of 
his Suite op. 34, originally for flute and piano, but 
which works well on organ.  
 César Franck (1822-1890) was Widor’s pre-
decessor as organ professor at the Paris Conserva-
toire. He was the organist at Sainte-Clotilde in Par-
is, and he served there from 1858 until his death, so 

maybe it’s not so unusual for organists to hold 
long tenures at Paris churches after all. He is the 
father of the French Romantic organ school and 
since this is his anniversary year, I decided to play 
his lovely and lyrical “Cantabile.” (I’m also working 
on his Fantasy in A, which I hope to play for church 
sometime before the year is out.)  
 American composer Aaron Copland (1900-
1990) also has a Paris connection. He went to study 
with famous composition teacher Nadia Boulanger 
(1887-1979). You are probably familiar with his piec-
es “Fanfare for the Common Man,” “Rodeo,” and 
“Appalachian Spring.” We are going to play a love-
ly piece called “Vocalise” that features Copland’s 
unique approach to rhythm and tonality. Some-
times we have different time signatures from one 
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another, and our downbeats don’t line up! It was a 
challenge at first, but the results are surprisingly 
contemplative and lyrical.  
 As an organist, I don’t believe we could ever 
have a concert without some music from the Ba-
roque, and this time we will play a piece by Johann 
Ludwig Krebs (1713-1780). He was born in But-
telstedt in central Germany and was sent to Leipzig 

as a child to study mu-
sic with Johann Sebas-
tian Bach. He com-

posed orchestral music 
and pieces for organ 
and harpsichord, but 
he had a difficult time 
finding employment as 
his Baroque style was 
falling out of favor to 
new musical tastes. He 
did eventually find a 
post as a court organ-
ist, but not a more lu-
crative position as 

court composer. We will play his Fantasy in F Mi-
nor, which was written for oboe and organ, but 
works well on flute. It is very intricate, featuring 
four independent voices: flute, right hand, left 
hand, and pedal. Sometimes the right hand and the 
flute are in dialogue; other times the two hands 

trade phrases while the flute serves as accompani-
ment.    
 This month you have two chances to hear this 
concert: Thursday, October 13 at 12:10 and Friday, 
October 14 at 7 p.m. We hope to accommodate 
people with different schedules, like Donna’s stu-
dents who can’t come to a noontime recital, so 
both programs will be identical. Hope to see you 
there! 

 

Donna Hryniewicki is a profes-
sional flautist in the Twin Cities.   



 

Happy fall! It is good to be back in 
the full swing of things here at SPR 
now that the program year is offi-
cially underway. A big thank you to 
everyone who participated in the 

God’s Work Our Hands service projects on Rally 
Sunday. I am ever so appreciative of your generosi-
ty of time and spirit. Your work really does make a 
difference! Thank you as well to those who made it 
out for our first Theology on Tap event of the new 

program year. I enjoyed your company and our con-
versation. Stay tuned for details about our next 
meet-up in November. Between my internship here 
at SPR and my classes at the seminary, I am staying 
busy this fall. This term, I am taking four classes: 
Money and  the Mission of the Church, Pauline Epis-
tles, Ways of Knowing and Experiencing God, and 
the Triune God and the World. I am grateful for the 
new avenues of learning they are opening up for 
me.   
Peace to you,  Vicar Elizabeth 

The Health Professionals Group met in September 
to review current data and trends. Based on this re-
view we are recommending the following: 
• Masks will continue to be required in the liturgy.  

Why here?  Because this is the longest time that 

we are together as a community and singing is 
involved.  We want to keep singing (we are Lu-
therans, after all…), and so allowing for congre-
gational song is of paramount importance;

• Adult Forum will, likewise, be masked.
• All other groups will be able to determine for 

themselves if they would like to be masked 
(Bible Matters, Quilters, etc.).  Please be mindful 
of your neighbor and err on the side of caution.  
We know that this been a long haul, but pro-
gress has been made and we are always called 
to care for one another.

• These protocols will be revisited again in early 
October.  Please watch for updates!

• 

The Parish Council met in regular session on Thurs-
day, September 13, and heard/took action on the 
following matters: 
• Financials: SPR is essentially exactly on budget 

after some large gifts came in during August.  
We are so thankful to all who continue to con-
tribute to the mission of this parish, and...we 
couldn’t do it without the generosity of all of 
SPR’s members.  This information will be dis-
seminated to the congregation at the promised 

budget check-in on Sunday, September 18; 
• The St. Paul Conservatory of Music has com-

pletely moved in, and—to that end—the Parish 
Council will move from in-person meetings to 
Zoom to accommodate the schedule and space 
needs of the conservatory.  We remain thankful 
to all who have worked so hard behind the 
scenes to get this work accomplished; 

• Recommended on language to the Congrega-
tional Meeting on September 18 concerning the 
sale of the Tower Lease to American Tower, Inc. 
for approximately $425,000.00.  Between now 
and the Annual Meeting, the Parish Council will 
devise a scheme to invest those funds and set 
up the parameters by which such funds can and 
cannot be used; 

• Heard from Luke Hanson regarding updates to 
the bylaws of the Endowment Committee.  

These will be revised and presented to the con-
gregation at its Annual Meeting in January; 

• Similarly a constitutional change will be pro-
posed that alters the number of persons re-
quired for a quorum to a yet-to-be-determined 
percentage of the average attendance, rather 
than a percentage of the total number of mem-
bers; 

• Heard from the Health Committee with an eye 
toward allowing some latitude re: masks and 
other safety protocols.  

• Was briefed upon the Stewardship Campaign for 
2022 including timeline, scope, etc.; 

• Visioning for the future: what is your dream for 
SPR?  Watch for more on this...soon! 



 

is at 9:10 a.m. in Tidemann Hall 
We have an incredible line up of speakers.  Join us 
to learn, discern and discuss. 

 
Rolf Olson and Nancy Koester: Christian 
Nationalism and Why It Matters II + Ameri-

can Christians have always struggled with the rela-
tionship between church and state. But in recent 
years the alignment between right-wing politics and 
Christianity has taken on a new intensity in a move-
ment called “Christian Nationalism.”  This power 

grab co-opts the language and symbols of Christian-
ity, deceiving many and harming both our faith and 
democracy.   

  
Dee Dee Deeken: Beyond 
the Binary” Understand-

ing Gender Identity Beyond Either/
Or. Dee Dee Deeken is an educator 
and instructional coach who focus-
es on all forms of equity that lead to transforma-
tional and systemic change in schools. She has 
spent the past 27 years at Eden Prairie High School 
in many different roles, striving to help create an 
inclusive environment for all students, especially 
those of color and LGBTQ+ students. 

  
Phil Duran: Rainbow Health 
Initiative.  Phil Duran serves 

as the Senior Advocate for Aging & 
Gender Care Access, advocacy, and 
research programs for Rainbow 
Health (formerly the MN AIDS pro-
ject).  As an experienced attorney and civil rights 
advocate, Phil also assists Rainbow Health’s legal 
team with cases in the areas of trans health and hu-
man rights.  Phil will lead a conversation on the 
health challenges faced by GLBTQIA+ individuals, 
especially seniors. 

Dr. Yelena Bailey How 
the Streets were Made: 

Housing Segregation in Black Amer-
ica + Yelena Bailey, Ph.D., is a writ-
er, researcher, and former profes-
sor of English and cultural studies. 
She enjoys writing about race, power, policy, and 
culture. Her most recent project is How the Streets 
Were Made, which examines the creation of “the 
streets” not just as a physical, racialized space pro-
duced by segregationist policies, but also as a soci-

ocultural entity that has influenced our understand-
ing of Blackness in America for decades.  Note: Dr. 
Bailey’s book is available for purchase starting in 
September in the Narthex for $25.00. 

  
Dr. Starr Sage, Beyond 
Easy Answers: Race, 

Tokenism, and Real Talk 
Dr. Starr Sage teaches in the De-
partment of Public Health at the 
University of St. Thomas and is the 
founder of Sage Idea, an organization dedicated to 
helping foster the conversation on race and racism 
in our society.  Dr. Sage will lead us in a conversa-
tion on how we move beyond the superficial to ac-
tion in our world.  What makes a real difference…
and what does not? 

01 Tom Webb 
04 Matt Entenza, Jean Milton 
05 Sarah Matala 
09 David Kohn 
10 Sara Swenson –Seleen 
11 Pam Peyton, Blake Webb Woodage 
20 Julian Carrero 
22 Kristin Benson, Shirley Schaefer 
26 Marianne Anderson 
30 Tristen Baier 

04 Laura and Phil Boe 
08 Kim and Bryan Zlimen 
15 Krisi and David Matenaer 

See you again on Sep-
tember 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the large Sunday 
School room in the lower level. Please join us 
for this time of study, fellowship, and learning as 
we look forward to the coming week’s lectionary 
texts.   

10 | 2 

10 | 9 

10 | 16 

10 | 23 

10 | 30 

https://uncpress.org/book/9781469660592/how-the-streets-were-made/
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469660592/how-the-streets-were-made/


 

We are so thankful for all the volunteers who help 
make Sunday morning  10:30 a.m. service “run.”   
 
October 2— 17th Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 
Margaret Schuster, Elizabeth Callen  Asst Ministers 
Linda Dahlen, Peter Huckfeldt, Lectors 
Open,  Acolyte 
Erica Perl,  Cantor 
Tamika Ramirez, Anne and Jim Halgerson,  
Kristen Damberg, Greeters/Ushers 

Deb Horne, Linda Dahlen, Coffee/Treats 
 
October 9—18th Sunday after Pentecost, 10:30 
Dorcas Adedigba Elizabeth Callen, Asst Ministers 
Bonnie Olson, Eldora Pearson,  Lectors 
Joie Voss, Acolyte 
Dawn Klesk,  Cantor 
Jim McGowan, Tom Webb,  Kay Pekel 
Greeters/Ushers 
Bonnie Olson, Eldora Pearson, Coffee/Treats 
 
October 16—19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Victoria Smith, Elizabeth Callen,  Asst Ministers 
Jamie Hocmuth, Joe Herbert, Lectors 
Juan Ramirez, Acolyte 
Carsten Slostad,  Cantor  
Tamika Ramirez, Margaret Schuster   
Greeters/Ushers 

Eldora Pearson, Margaret Schuster, Coffee/Treats 
 
October 23—20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Anthony Hedlund, Elizabeth Callen,  Asst Ministers 
Carla Hagen, Colleen McGuire, Lectors 
Abby Hanson, Acolyte 
Jim Bowen, Cantor 
Jan Swenson, Cheri Gohr,  Kristen Damberg,  
Eldora Pearson, Greeters/Ushers 
Carla Hagen, Teresa Ortiz, Coffee/Treats 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 30—Reformation Sunday  
Aaron Brown, Elizabeth Callen,  Asst Ministers 
Victoria Smith, Cynthia Peyton, Lectors 
Carlos Ramirez, Henry Hanson, Claudia Hanson 
Joie Voss, Acolytes 
Dawn Klesk, Cantor 
Tony Hedlund, Deanna Sande, Greeters/Ushers 
Alice Swan, Diane Aase, Coffee/Treats 

+ SPR’s 
Sunday Eucharist is livestreamed every Sunday at 

9:30 a.m. via SPR’s Facebook page, or at 
www.stpaulref.online.church.  Similarly, SPR now 
has a YouTube channel where services are ar-
chived.  Simply go to YouTube and search “St. Paul-
Reformation Lutheran Church.” 

The Tuesday Crew has been working on multiple 
repair and improvement projects needed around 
the building.  Repair work continues on a crum-
bling wall in the lower level as they seek out the 
source of moisture causing the wall issues.  Clear-
ing out of many unneeded items and taking these 
to the appropriate recycle, reuse or re-process site 
has decluttered the building and freed up space in 
many closets. The non-functioning Bunn coffee 
maker was fixed so now there are two makers that 

use the pump style dispensers.  Thanks to all who 
volunteer to keep this building and the spaces in-
side in condition to use and rent out.  
 The Saint Paul Conservatory of Music has 
moved into the space in the northeast lower level 
corner for music studios as well as utilizing many 
other spaces in the building.  Be aware that in the 
afternoons, evenings and Saturday mornings you 
may see and hear music lessons occurring.  Pl mu-
sic lessons and rehearsals.   
 Updated building maps will begin to appear 
in multiple places around the building.  The maps 
show room names, where you are in the building, 
where you can find bathrooms, the AED, first aid 
kits, fire extinguishers, tornado safety rooms, as 
well as exit paths and doors.   



 

A great way to donate whether you 
are at church or out and about! Now you can give from anywhere in the world!  It’s fast, easy, and 
secure.  Search your app-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click “sign up,” and follow the in-
structions.  You can donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the Parish General fund (in addition to 
your regular pledge).  Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using this quick and easy way to donate! 

This 
sale benefits St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church’s music ministry and lifts up the talents of 
local artisans, authors, jewelery makers, knitters, 
photographers, potters, quilters, soap makers, 
stone crafters, wool felters, woodturners, and 
more. 
 
Dates for 2022:  
Basement set up and decorating - Friday Nov. 18, 10 

a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
Sales days - Saturday, Nov. 19, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Are you enjoying a bountiful garden? Do you can, 
jam, bake or jelly? Plan on donating jars of pickles / 
preserves & acres of baked goods to the Bake Sale!  
 
Or bring baked goods galore: cakes, muffins, cook-
ies, candies, bars, pies, or dessert breads. And, 
100% of bake sale proceeds will be donated to St. 
Paul-Ref’s music ministry. 
 
You can help!! Volunteers are needed for set-up on 
Friday, staffing the Bake Sale area, greeting cus-
tomers, and helping to clean up on Sunday.  
 
Get ahead with your holiday or birthday shopping. 

All artists agree to donate 10% of their sales to St. 
Paul Reformation’s music ministry - it is the pre-
miere fundraiser for the music programs. In 2021, 
the combination of baked goods sales and artists 
donations brought in $1950 for music ministry!  
 
For more info or to volunteer, contact Margaret 
Schuster at craftacularspr@yahoo.com or call 
(612) 805-9144; or email Sr. Stacie at mu-
sic@stpaulref.org. 

 for Charity Join us on  October 1 at  
10:00 a.m. You can sew, arrange blocks, iron, tie 
layers together, cut fabric! Work on your own pro-
jects. Join in on the fun!  Bring a snack to share. 
Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton at 
gwenpeyton5@gmail.com . 

+ Once a month, SPR 
members help each other by preparing and deliv-
ering meals for members who may find it challeng-
ing to always have a home-cooked meal.  Meals 

cooked in the church kitchen at 9:00 a.m. on Satur-
day October 15.   Volunteers  needed; if you can 
chop, cook, package, measure or just like to social-
ize, please join us .  The alley door will be open. 
Your contributions for this ministry are greatly ap-
preciated.  For more information please contact  
Gwen Peyton,  gwenpeyton5@gmail.com. 

  Breakfast Club  returns at 
Louisiana Café after the second service (noonish)
on Sunday October 16.  All are welcome to join this 
time of fellowship 

The SPR Puppets are looking for a new person to 
be their Puppet Master.  Qualifications are sim-
ple:  a love for God’s children and a little bit of im-
agination.   The puppets come “alive” when they 

perform for children’s sermons, Sunday school, 
and other events.  The church is the home for 8 
ethnically diverse people puppets and about 20 
animal puppets, including the SPR church rat--
Templeton, a lamb--David, a wise wolf--Solomon, 
and a cow--Naomi.   We also have a fantastic pup-
pet theatre.  Are you interested?  Contact the 
church office or e-mail Doris Ikier 
(dikier@hotmail.com).  
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ST. PAUL-REFORMATION’S BI-ANNUAL 

GLOBAL FIESTA! 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 

12:00 noon —1:30 p.m. 

Tickets: $15 Adults, $5 Youth 
 

Get your tickets online at 
www.stpaulref.org or by calling 


